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      The Newsletter for Marshall University                                   August 15, 2018 
 
 
 
President Gilbert’s Statement on the passing of Young 
Thundering Quarterback Reggie Oliver 
 
Here is a statement from Marshall University President Jerome A. “Jerry” 
Gilbert on the passing of Reggie Oliver yesterday, Aug. 14. 
“We lost a great Son of Marshall today and my heart is broken. Reggie 
Oliver was a personal friend, a gentleman and an integral piece of the 
fabric that makes up Marshall’s story. Our MU family sends condolences to 
Reggie’s family, especially his mother, and to his many friends.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Merck Foundation and Marshall Health announce new 
initiative to address opioid epidemic in West Virginia 
 
The Merck Foundation is supporting a new initiative with Marshall 
Health to launch the Great Rivers Regional System for Addiction 
Care to address areas hit hardest by the opioid epidemic in West 
Virginia. 
 
With a $2 million grant from the foundation payable over four 
years, the system is an innovative, comprehensive approach that 
aims to reduce opioid overdoses and overdose deaths, improve access to substance 
abuse prevention and treatment services, and help reduce the rising rates of HIV and 
hepatitis C infections. 
 
“Opioid overdose is the leading cause of death for Americans under 50, and opioid use 
contributes to a significant increase in infectious diseases, including HIV and hepatitis 
C,” said Dr. Julie L. Gerberding, chief patient officer, Merck and vice chair, Merck 
Foundation Board of Trustees. “We have a long history of addressing public health 
challenges and we’re proud to be the first private-sector partner to join with Marshall 
Health and others to find effective solutions to this deadly epidemic.” 
 
West Virginia has the highest overdose rate in the United States – with opioids 
responsible for most overdose deaths – and it ranks first nationally for rates of hepatitis 
B and second for rates of hepatitis C. The Great Rivers Region, consisting of Cabell, 
Jackson, Kanawha and Putnam counties, has the highest number of opioid-related 
deaths in the state. 
 
“The majority of the Great Rivers Region of West Virginia is rural and geographically 
isolated, making access to care and utilization of services a major issue related to 
health disparities in the region,” said Dr. Michael E. Kilkenny, physician director of the 
Cabell-Huntington Health Department. “In addition to the geographic and economic 
challenges, an alarming number of West Virginians struggle to overcome issues of 
substance misuse, mental health disorders and poverty. Programs like this are of critical 
importance to improving and maintaining public health.” 
 
“We created the system as an innovative, comprehensive approach to address the 
opioid epidemic, especially among vulnerable populations in the Great Rivers Region,” 
said Robert Hansen, director of Addiction Services, Marshall Health. “We will implement 
activities in and with local communities, harnessing the expertise of multiple partners 
including health care providers, public health experts, first responders and community-
based organizations. We are very appreciative of the commitment by the Merck 
Foundation as we begin to aggressively address this public health issue.” 
 
Key components of the system will include: 
 
 Comprehensive public health harm-reduction programs like risk reduction 
services, prevention education, and counseling and referral services 
 Integrated, community quick response teams 
 Hospital implementation of clinical pathways to treatment and recovery 
services 
 Specialized treatment centers to serve as central hubs for connecting 
individuals with addiction to recovery resources and treatment services 
 Opioid overdose reversal treatment education and distribution by local health 
departments 
 Community engagement and education to raise awareness and prevention of 
substance use and addiction 
 
Building a Sustainable, Scalable Model 
 
“We believe this comprehensive, integrated program can be a model for others working 
to tackle the challenges of the opioid epidemic and the spread of infectious diseases,” 
said Lori Tremmel Freeman, chief executive officer, National Association of County and 
City Health Officials. “It is only through a coordinated approach working with local 
communities that we can begin to make headway against the multi-faceted issues the 
opioid crisis raises.” 
 
Marshall Health and program partners will engage an independent evaluator to conduct 
a robust process and outcomes evaluation of the system. The coalition of partners aim 
to create and disseminate an effective regional community-based model that can 
strengthen local health care and public health systems in responding to the opioid crisis, 
and serve as a potential model for other states or regions. For more information on the 
system, please visit http://www.marshallhealth.org. 
 
————- 
 
About Merck Foundation 
 
The Merck Foundation is a U.S.-based, private charitable foundation. Established in 
1957 by Merck, a leading global biopharmaceutical company, the foundation is funded 
entirely by the company and is Merck’s chief source of funding support to qualified non-
profit charitable organizations. Since its inception, the Merck Foundation has 
contributed more than $896 million to support important initiatives that address societal 
needs and are consistent with Merck’s overall mission of inventing for life by bringing 
forward medicines and vaccines for many of the world’s most challenging diseases. For 
more information, visit www.merckgiving.com. 
 
About Marshall Health 
 
Marshall Health is the faculty practice plan of the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine, making it the region’s only academic health system. With more than 
250 providers, 65 areas of primary and advanced care and 25 outpatient clinic 
locations, Marshall Health is also the largest, most comprehensive provider in the 
tristate region. Learn more at www.marshallhealth.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
WOW Activities in full swing this week  
 
Week of Welcome officially kicked off 
yesterday with freshman move-in, the 
annual family picnic and evening 
activities on the Huntington campus. 
 
Marshall’s Week of Welcome is an 
opportunity for freshmen to find out 
what it means to be a son or daughter 
of Marshall, get acquainted with campus before upperclassmen return, learn how to 
take advantage of the academic and support services provided and have fun. 
 
Events continue throughout this week with classroom sessions and larger events 
concerning sexual assault and substance abuse awareness, health and safety, 
bystander responsibilities, diversity and a theatrical performance illustrating the history 
of John Marshall. 
 
The complete schedule of WOW activities for the Huntington campus, the South 
Charleston campus, the Mid-Ohio Valley Center and the Teays Valley Regional Center 
can be found at www.marshall.edu/wow. 
 
If you encounter a student who is lost or has specific questions related to WOW that you 
cannot answer, please refer them to the MSC Information desk during the below hours 
or call 304-696-3169. 
 
WOW Information Desk, Memorial Student Center Hours 
 
Wednesday, Aug. 15: 10:30 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
Thursday, Aug. 16: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
Friday, Aug. 17: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
New issue of Marshall Journal of Medicine now available 
 
The latest edition of the Marshall Journal of Medicine (MJM) is now 
available at http://mds.marshall.edu/mjm/. It features interesting 
articles on risk factors for stroke, laparoscopic pediatric urology surgery in West 
Virginia, pain control post C-section, rural medicine and more. MJM is an open-access, 
peer-reviewed journal published by the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 
Submissions are accepted on a rolling basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to offer free screening of ‘Recovery Boys’ 
 
In recognition of Recovery Month, Marshall will present a free 
screening of Recovery Boys, the latest documentary film from 
Elaine McMillion Sheldon, who received an Academy Award 
nomination for Heroin(e). 
 
The free screening will be at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 30, at 
the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on Marshall University’s 
Huntington campus. The lobby opens at 6 p.m., and the 
playhouse opens for seating at 7 p.m. 
 
All are welcome. The feature-length documentary film follows four young West 
Virginians battling substance use disorder and making an effort to improve their lives. 
Recovery Boys displays the strength, brotherhood and courage needed for those who 
overcome addiction, the inner conflict of recovery and hurdles faced in reentering 
society. 
 
“We are excited to bring this viewing to Marshall’s campus to focus on the important 
issue of recovery,” said Amy Saunders, director of the Marshall University Wellness 
Center. “As we build treatment opportunities for individuals and families, we have to 
also think about the long-term needs of individuals in recovery and ensuring that we are 
providing them with support.” 
 
Reservations may be made via EventBrite at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/huntington-
wv-screening-of-recovery-boys-tickets-47992080605 
 
This showing is sponsored by Marshall University’s Wellness Center and W. Page Pitt 
School of Journalism and Mass Communications, as well as West Virginia Public 
Broadcasting. 
 
 
 
 
 
Faculty Achievement: Dr. Tom Hisiro 
 
Dr. Tom Hisiro, professor of leadership studies in the College 
of Education and Professional Development, presented the 
West Virginia Association of School Administrators 
Superintendent of the Year award to Gary Price, 
superintendent of the Marion County Schools, this year. The 
presentation was made at the group’s annual conference in June. 
 
Marshall University and West Virginia University are the co-sponsors of the annual 
presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Achievement: Dr. Marc Ellison 
 
Dr. Marc Ellison, executive director of the West Virginia Autism Training 
Center, co-authored a chapter in the recently published Transition to 
Adulthood: Work, Community, and Educational Success (Prism Series, 
Vol.11). The book details best practices and teaching strategies for students 
enrolled in special education, and is designed as a resource for special 
educators, administrators, and transition specialists. Ellison, with colleagues 
from the University of St. Thomas and Edgewood College, co-authored the chapter 
titled “Preparing Students for Postsecondary Education.” 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Aug. 22, 2018. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 20, 2018. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/August-15-2018. 
 
 
